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had yet fallen to our arms; and notwithstanding the dash and
courage of the troops the casualty list was comparatively
light. For the first time since the war began, Sir Douglas Haig
was able to report that the British airmen had driven the
Germans from the air. This victory was one of the most solid
successes of the war, which created a revival of spirit throughout
the armies in France at a time when encouragement was badly
needed.
The New Zealand Expeditionary Force won laurels at
Gallipoli and in Egypt before going to France, where they vied
with their Australian friends in exhibiting the coolest valour
in face of the enemy. The New Zealanders took part in a
number of battles and in each one gave a spirited account of
themselves.
In the attack on Messines the New Zealand Division fought
on a frontage of nearly a mile. At one point the forward
movement was checked by German machine-guns firing from
position? among the ruins of the village. The awkward situa-
tion was relieved by the daring action of Lance-Corporal
Samuel Friddeton, New Zealand Infantry. Although slightly
wounded, he dashed forward at the head of his section, pushed
into our barrage and, single-handed, destroyed with bombs .
an enemy machine-gun and its crew. He then attacked a
second gun and killed the whole of the crew of twelve. - He
finished his work by bombing the dug-out below, killing the
nine men within who refused to come out. This succession of
courageous deeds undoubtedly prevented further casualties,
both to the New Zealanders and other units coming forward,
and led to the final1 capture of the objective. For his
magnificent courage and gallantry Lance-Corporal Frickleton
was awarded the V.C.
There was a different story to tell of the Third Battle of
Ypres that began on July 31. It was doomed to failure before
it began, largely because of the impassable state of the ground,